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fit to us. For a greater number would inconvenience
us; the expenses that must be incurred in clothing
and feeding these boys are greater than one would
imagine. They come as naked as worms, they re-
turn well clothed; they must be provided with a
house, good furniture, mattresses and blankets, good
clothes, quantities of cloth and linen, a great deal of
food, [231 i.e., 227] and persons to instruct and wait
on them, even if it be only to help them get firewood
during the Winter.

This is not all, for presents must be made to their
parents and friends. Thus it is that Barbarous peo-
ple are won, at the start. Before all these costly
comforts have traveled thousands of miles to find us,
there are many useless expenses and a great deal of
waste. But all this does not confound us, for God’s
coffers are large; if his Majesty wishes to enter, in
his own way, the souls of these poor Savages, he will
find means to do so. May all the Angels in heaven
render him honor and praise.

It is consolation enough for us, after so many vex-
ations, to see these lads living in harmony, fully
determined to give ear to our belief, and to live no
longer as barbarians and Savages, but as good Chris-
tians.

Let us say a few words more before concluding
this chapter. Father Brebeuf sent me some instruc-
tions, which I have all our Fathers read whom I
send to the Hurons. I thought it would be wise to
place them here, so that those who should be ap-
pointed to this mission [232 i.e., 228] might see from
France the trials with which they will have to con-
tend. I know very well that the greater these trials
are made, the more ardor we see in our Fathers, who



